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Writing Activity 



Constructing a Complete Dr aft 

sing the writing you did when selecting an organizational ap- 
proach for your persuasive par et, write a complete first draft of 
your paper. Remember that your a gument will evolve as you write, 
so your ideas will most likely charge as you draft. 



Santi DeRosa's First Draft 

In this brief draft, note how Santi DeRosa incorporates information and exam- 
ples from his life, as well as from out: ide sources. As he wrote, DeRosa did not 
worry about grammar, punctuation, ind mechanics; instead, he concentrated 
on getting his main ideas on paper. 

The Objectification of Woman. Who's Fault Is it? 
Santi DeRosa 

Are women being objectified :>y a university that has a responsibility to 
treat women with equality and not as second class citizens? 

I say yes. All you need to do is look at the athletics department to see 
the way women are treated. What don't understand is that in the year 2003, 
women are still allowing themselv. s to be used in such a way 

In the past week I have read a couple of news articles from the campus 
newspaper that got me a little pei slexed. Maybe it's the fact that I have a 
son the age of the female student: in the articles. Or, maybe it's the fact that 
I have a wife, a sister, a mother an. nieces that I respect as people and as 
women. The articles upset my sen: e of right and wrong. 

Joe Watson wrote the first article, "Risky behavior not policed in univer- 
sity recruiting" and explains how Nigh school football players that visit the 
university for the purpose of bein< recruited are met by coeds, of which, 
thirty-five of the thirty-seven are f males. Is this just a coincidence? No, I 
don't think so. It is no coincidence when schools from all over the country 
use the same practices to recruit \ igh school players. The reporter took an 
informal survey of 117 Division 1-A football programs nationwide and found 
many with the same recruiter mak: -up. Louisiana State has 55 females; Ala- 
bama leads the way with 100 females. The university advertises every spring 
for new recruiters. Most come fror : sororities. The football coaches say they 
prefer using females because that's the way the other schools do it and the 
players coming to campus to be r< cruited would be uncomfortable if they 
were greeted by males, because ti ey are used to female recruiters. I think 
that this is just an excuse to turn a olind eye to a potential problem. Most 
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of the players who come to be recruited are 17 and 8 years old. There have 
been many reports of under-age drinking at local clubs and parties and 
sometimes sex according to some senior recruiters. The people interviewed 
for the article who are in support of the "hostess" c ogram defend it by 
saying that "the recruiters perform respectable dut ss during high school 
recruits' campus visits." Does the responsibility of "performing respectable 
duties" end when they leave the campus for a part} ? I believe that Becky 
Stoltz, a fourth year recruiter said it best when inter iewed, "It's a disaster 
waiting to happen." 

The second news article I read was by Megan R idebeck. The story titled 
"'Hot' recruiters draw prospects" seems to be defe ding the program. Ms. 
Rudebeck not only talked to the coaches that run tr 3 program; she spoke 
with recruiters and players as well. She almost had t e convinced that I might 
have been over reacting. I started to think that here s a woman writing a 
story that seems to be in defense of the way the recruiting program works. 
Maybe I am reacting wrongly. That is until the last li e of the story when she 
quotes Zach Krula, a freshman offensive lineman. Ziich says, "We've got a 
lot of hot girls, we might as well utilize them." After a few minutes I started 
to think to myself, why isn't Ms. Rudebeck insulted I: y that comment? Is she, 
as well as the women that are part of the program, o brain-washed with the 
need to get quality players into the football program that they are willing to 
overlook the fact that they are being "utilized." 

As ideas for further development, Santi made these n< tes at the end of his ini- 
tial draft: 

Short history of women's struggle for equality. 
Use family stories to tell history of strong women? 
Define the objectification of women. 
Conclusion. 

Revising 

Once you have a full draft of your persuasive text, yo j still have much to do. 
First, however, you should set the draft aside so that y u can gain some critical 
distance. You can then read it with fresh eyes. When ,'ou approach your work 
this way, you will find it easier to notice reasons thai are irrelevant, evidence 
that is not fully developed, or places where a compel ing visual might add to 
the impact of your argument. 

As you work to revise your early drafts, do not be I oncerned about doing a 
great deal of heavy editing. When you revise, you will robably change the con- 
tent and structure of your paper, so time spent fixing problems with sentence 
style or grammar, punctuation, or mechanics at this si ige is often wasted. 
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When you reread the first draft f your persuasive writing, here are some 
questions to ask yourself: 

• How clearly and persuasively a a I making my point? Am I sure my read- 
ers can understand it? How ea; ly will they be able to restate the thesis? 

• How effectively does all of my jj vidence support that main point? (Some- 
times it is easy to include evidence that seems persuasive but that does 
not support the point you are ; rguing for.) 

• Are there other photographs, charts, or graphs that might help make my 
point? 

• Are there parts of my paper tha might confuse a reader? If so, how might 
I clarify them? 

• Do I restate or allude to my m;:in point at the end of my paper and also 
explain to the reader what I wc lid like him or her to do (to vote, to write 
a letter to the editor, to do wha' I have been arguing for)? 

Technology can help you revise and edit your writing more easily. Use your 
word processor's track-changes tool lo try out revisions and editing changes. 
After you have had time to think abo.it the possible changes, you can "accept" 
or "reject" them. Also, you can use yo I ir word processor's comment tool to write 
reminders to yourself when you get s uck with a revision or some editing task. 

Because it is so difficult even for experienced writers to see their emerging 
writing with a fresh eye, it is almost ii ways useful to ask classmates, friends, or 
family members to read and commer t on drafts of your persuasive writing. 



WRITER'S Workshop I Responding to Full Drafts 



Working with one or two classmate:;, 
read each paper, and offer commeni ; 
and questions that will help each of yo_i 
see your papers' strengths and weal 
nesses. Consider the following question; 
as you do: 

• Wh at is your first impression of th ; 
draft? How effective is the title i : 
drawing you in? Why? What are 
your overall suggestions for in 
provement? What part(s) of th(! 
text are especially persuasive ' 
What reasons could use more sup - 
port? Indicate what you like aboL : 
the draft, and provide positiv : 



and encouraging feedback to the 
writer. 

How tight is the writer's focus? 
Does the paper wander a bit? If 
so, where? 

How effective is the introduction? 
What suggestions can you make 
to improve it? 

What is the author's thesis or main 
claim? How could it be expressed 
or supported more effectively? 

Are there parts that are confus- 
ing? Where would you like more 
details or examples to help clarify 
the writer's meaning? 
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(continued) 



• How accurate and appropriate is 
the supporting evidence? How 
clearly does the author indicate 
the sources of statistics and other 
supporting evidence? 



• How wel has the writer demon- 
strated a i awareness of readers' 
knowledge, needs, and/or expec- 
tations? How might the writer 
demonsti ate greater awareness? 



• Might visuals such as charts, tables, 
photographs, or cartoons make the 
text more convincing? 



• How cai 3fully has the writer 
avoided I igical fallacies? 



• What coi d be added or changed 
to the co elusion to make it more 
effective' How well does it tie 
everythir ] together? If action is 
called foi, to what extent does it 
makeyoL want to take action? 



• How clearly and effectively does 
the writer present any opposing 
points of view? How effectively 
does the writer answer opposing 
viewpoints? How might the writer 



acknowledge, concede, and/or re- 
fute them more effectively? 



Notes on Santi DeRosa's First Draft, 
from a Conference with His Instructor 

After writing his first draft, DeRosa met with his instructor, who thought his 
topic was promising but indicated that he needed riore support on recruit- 
ing practices at his school and at other campuses. Tojpether they brainstormed 
more ideas to develop his paper in more depth. The practice of using female 
students to help recruit male athletes led to these ob actions, which are more 
completely developed in DeRosa's final draft (see pag( i 259-263): 

1. Using women for their bodies 

2. Manipulation 

3. A program that reinforces age-old notions of exf oitation 

4. Limits and defines women's roles 

5. Under the guise of school spirit 

6. Better add some more extensive research info 



Responding to Readers' Comments 



Once they have received feedback on their writing from peers, instructors, 
friends, and others, all writers have to figure out what o do with that feedback. 
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The first thing to do with any feedback is to consider carefully what your 
readers have said about your text. Ii his case, DeRosa arranged a conference 
with his writing teacher, who helpec him brainstorm some specific objections 
to the recruiting program at his schc )1 to give his argument more depth. 

As with all feedback, it is import nt to really listen to it and consider what 
your reader has to say. Then it is up to you, as the author, to decide how to 
come to terms with these suggestions. You may decide to reject some com- 
ments, of course; other comments, tl ough, deserve your attention, as they are 
the words of real readers speaking to you about how to improve your text. It is 
especially important to deal with coi lments from readers indicating that they 
are unconvinced by your argument. You sometimes may find that comments 
from more than one reader contradic each other. In that case, you need to use 
your own judgment to decide which eader's comments are on the right track. 

In the final version of his paper, ,'ou can see how Santi DeRosa responded 
to his instructor's comments, as well as to his own review of his first draft. 
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Knowledge of Conventions 



When effective writers edit their wor , they attend to the conventions that will 
help readers process their work. These include genre conventions, documenta- 
tion, format, usage, grammar, and me hanics. By attending to these conventions 
in your writing, you make reading a : lore pleasant experience for readers. 



Editing 
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See Chapter 20 for 
more on documenting 
sources using MI..A or 
APA style. 



The last task in any writing project i; 
ument. When you edit and polish 
sentence structures and word choice 
writing clearer and more concise. Yo 
heres to conventions of grammar, usj 
Use the spell-check function of youi 
double-check your spelling personal 
make sure you are following the doa 

As with overall revision of your 
most effective if you can put your 
to it with fresh eyes. Because check 
though, we strongly recommend tha 
read your work as well. 

To assist you with editing, we of 
cused on citing sources correctly. 



editing — the final polishing of your doc- 
our writing, you make changes to your 
to improve your style and to make your 
also check your work to make sure it ad- 
*e, punctuation, mechanics, and spelling, 
word-processing program, but be sure to 
/. If you have used sources in your paper, 
mentation style your instructor requires, 
work, this final editing and polishing is 
ext aside for a few days and come back 
ng conventions is easier said than done, 
you ask classmates, friends, and tutors to 

er here a round-robin editing activity fo- 



